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Relational Christianity 

What is meant by a “relationship with Jesus?” 

 

For decades the idea of “a personal relationship with Jesus” has 

been heard in Christian conversations.  This phrase is used so 

commonly that it might have lost its powerful significance.  

 

As we consider the various kinds of interpersonal relationships 

we learn that the nature of relationships can differ quite a bit.  They can be close or distant.  They can be formal 

or casual.  A relationship between husband and wife is far different than the relationship between neighbors.  

Think about the ways that a relationship between a father and a child differs from a relationship between 

coworkers. Each of these is a “relationship,” but they are vastly different.  Let’s take a moment to explore a 

biblical interpretation of the phrase “a personal relationship with Jesus.”  

 

When the Bible refers to the idea of a “relationship 

with Jesus,” it has at least two significant elements: 

formality and intimacy. 

 

Our formal relationship with Jesus.  The Bible 

teaches that Jesus served as the formal representative 

for his people before God. As the official substitute 

man, His obedience and sacrifice can be passed to 

those He represents. All of this is in accordance with a 

“covenant” established by God.  

 Jesus is the mediator between God and man. 1Tim 2:5 

 Jesus is the “second Adam” for His people. Rom 5:15-17 

 Jesus establishes a new covenant. Luke 22:20 

 Christians are officially “in Christ” Gal 3:26; 1 Jn 5:11-12 

 

When the Apostle Paul uses the term “in Christ,” he is 

referring to this formal relationship where we are 

officially and legally united to Jesus in God’s eyes. 

 

Our intimate relationship with Jesus.  When we 

were reconciled by the work of Jesus as our 

representative, we were made “children of God” and 

“brides of Christ.”  These terms communicate the 

closest relationship possible. What relationship is 

more intimate than between a husband and wife or 

parent and a child? With all offenses paid in full and 

with the righteousness of Jesus in our account, we are 

God’s “dearly loved children” (Eph 5:1).  

 We are commanded to “abide in Jesus.” John 15:4-6 

 Not servants, now we are called “friends.” John 15:15 

 We are called to “draw near to God.” James 4:8 

 He has numbered the hairs on your head.  Matt 10:30 

 God remembers you like a nursing mother.  Isaiah 49:15 

 

Let’s not forget the intimacy of the indwelling Holy 

Spirit!  The third person of the divine Trinity actually 

dwells within the Christian, influencing thoughts, 

emotions, desires and decisions.  You can’t get much 

more intimate than that! 

 

A Personal Testimony:  Growing up I believed there 

was a God out there somewhere, but I did not know 

that I could have a formal, intimate relationship with 

Him. Like an orphan and rebel, I lived independently - 

according to my ideas and desires. Some friends 

helped me understand the Bible’s teaching about a 

real, dynamic, interactive, intimate relationship with 

God through Jesus. I responded to the Lord’s calling 
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and we have been friends ever since. In spite of my 

periodic wanderings and unfaithfulness, God has 

never abandoned or rejected me. He is faithful to our 

relationship even when I am not.  

 

 

 

What is your relationship with God like? 

Describe your relationship with God by putting a 

checkmark on the continuum below. 

 

Close  ……………………………………………………………………………….. Distant 

Dearly loved child                                                    Stranger  

I’m very dependent            I’m very independent 

 

 

How to have a personal relationship 

with God 

1. Realize that God is pursuing you… right now. 

God appeared to Moses. Jesus called his disciples. 

Jesus confronted Paul. And now God is calling you. 

The fact that you are reading this suggests that God is 

personally inviting you into a formal and intimate 

relationship.  How will you respond? 

 

2.  Start a relationship 

Like human relationships, there has to be a start. Turn 

towards God. Ask Him to reveal himself to you. 

Tell him about what is going on inside of you.  

 

Get to know God. He reveals himself in two ways. 

Nature - We can develop a relationship with God 

through what He reveals about himself in the seas, 

storms, ecosystem, human body, sunsets, and space. 

Ask Him to help you understand what He is saying 

through nature. 

 

Bible - The greatest tool for developing a relationship 

with God is the Bible. In this book God reveals all you 

need to know about Him. In the Bible God tells you 

about his desires, values, ideas, and plans. Ask God to 

speak to you as you read the Bible. Make your Bible-

reading personal and interactive.  

 

God calls us to put our faith in Jesus. Faith is a critical 

part of our every-day relationship with God. But what 

is faith?  Faith is drawing near to God relationally 

through the way opened by Jesus, sharing your needs 

and gratitude, and accepting His gifts.  

 

3.  Develop your relationship daily. 

How solid is the marriage if the spouses only speak to 

each other once a week? Relationships can be 

intensely intimate, but they take time and 

communication to develop. Commit to spend some 

time each day telling God about your thoughts, 

feelings, desires, and plans. Ask Him each day to 

deepen your relationship with Him. Ask Him to help 

you hear personalized messages from Him as you read 

the Bible.    

 

In a sense, every single person has a relationship 

with God. As created beings each of us has a distant 

relationship with God where we are dependent upon 

Him and owe Him our gratitude and allegiance. Each 

person lives in God’s world, consumes His provisions, 

and enjoys benefits of His common grace.  Apart 

from the work of Jesus, our formal relationship with 

God is that of “guilty rebel.” This distant, rebellious, 

and strained relationship only leads to God’s justice 

in the end. 
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A Relational Look at Christian Terms 

 

 Sin - We were created by God to enjoy an intimate 

relationship with Him. But we sinned. We turned 

away. We rejected Him.  The Bible describes sin as a 

relational offence - like adultery. 

 

 Jesus - By God’s decree, Jesus became human and 

officially stood in our place like a pinch-hitter.  As our 

legal substitute Jesus accomplished what we never 

could - a perfect obedience to the Law of God and the 

perfect payment our sins deserved. Christians are 

spiritually and legally united to Jesus. 

 

 Faith - Many today think faith is a cognitive or 

intellectual affirmation of a set of ideas. The Bible says 

true saving faith is much more relational than that!  

Faith describes a relational act based on beliefs.  John 

records Jesus’ words, “I am the bread of life; whoever 

comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in 

me shall never thirst. (John 6:35).  In the next chapter, 

Jesus said  “If anyone 

thirsts, let him come to me 

and drink. Whoever 

believes in me, as the 

Scripture has said, ‘Out of 

his heart will flow rivers of 

living water.’” (John 7:37-

38)  Notice that believing 

involves an interactive 

interpersonal relationship.  

Those who “believe” as the Scriptures say “come” to 

Jesus and accept his gifts from his hands. It is 

impossible to believe apart from a relationship.  

 

 Salvation - In Jesus’ prayer he gave us a definition of 

Eternal Life  “this is eternal life, that they know you, 

the only true God,” John 17:3.  The word “know” is 

used in the Bible to denote an intimate relationship. 

Think of another relational term for salvation: 

reconciliation. 

In addition to being our Creator, King, and Lord, God 

says He is our Groom, Father, Comforter, and Friend 

because of Jesus. This is salvation. 

 

 The Christian Life - Christians, dearly loved by God, 

are to enjoy a dynamic moment-by-moment 

relationship with God filled with God’s blessings - 

instruction, guidance, comfort, and hope are just a 

few. As disciples (another word for close and formal 

relationship with God), Christians progressively listen, 

trust, follow and obey their Lord.  God’s invitation to 

“pray continually” reminds us of the intimate 

relationship God desires with each of us.  

 

 The Church - Too often the word church refers to 

buildings, programs, services, and sacraments. But at 

its core, the Church is simply a gathering of people 

who are in relationship with each other because of 

their relationships with God. The church is brothers 

and sisters who have been adopted by God.  

 

 The Christian Mission - Our 

King has not only adopted us, 

but He has placed us in the 

ministry of spreading the 

Good News of His Grace 

around the globe. As part of 

the “family business,” We are 

His heralds and ambassadors. 

We are His prophets and 

priests. 

…………………………………… 

It could be easily argued that every single page of the 

Bible is about the relationship between God and His 

people. When you think about Christianity, do not 

overlook the critical idea: an intimate and formal 

relationship with God through faith in Jesus. Missing 

this part of Christianity damages and distorts the 

whole thing.  


